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UNCLAS STATE 160250 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: BEXP, SA 

SUBJECT: EXPANSION OF ELECTRIC POWER FOR RIYADH AND 
SUBURBS 

1 . RIYADH ELECTRIC CO. ISSUED INT'L TENDER LAST YEAR FOR 
SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF 7 GAS TURBINE GENERATORS 
RATED AT 85 MW EACH. STATE/COMMERCE HAVE BEEN INFORMED 
THAT WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC AND GENERAL ELECTRIC ARE THE 
ONLY U.S. FIRMS STILL IN CONTENTION FOR THE 100 MILLION 
DOLLAR PLUS CONTRACT. WE HAVE ALSO BEEN ADVISED THAT 
DECISION FOR CONTRACT AWARD IS TO BE MADE IN VERY NEAR 
FUTURE. 

2. REQUEST EMBASSY INQUIRE STATUS OF PROJECT WITH APPRO- 
PRIATE RIYADH ELECTRIC CO. OFFICIALS. IF EMBASSY CONSIDERS 
ADVISABLE, MAKE REPRESENTATION ON BEHALF U.S. BIDDERS, 
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CITING GENERALLY RECOGNIZED SUPERIORITY OF AMERICAN 
TECHNOLOGY IN THIS FIELD. VANCE 
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